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CZECHOSLOVAKIA: POLITICAL

The following infom.ation comes from a prominent
and well placed mamleor of the Slovak Demoeratic
Party:

1. In Jamuary 1046, when a mmmber of persons involved in
General Prohala's machingtiona against the Czeshoslovak Provigional
Governmment were arrested, the NKVD tool sore control of the invege
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the Czechoa)ovak orsanizatxona in cherge of the investigation,

i 2., The diamissal of Generel Bartik is said to be direotly ate
tributable to the NKVD,

gﬂ % cmment: Various explanations have been given
muaal of Oeneral Bartik on the night

i * of 16=18 January. The irmediate cause was the arrest

. - _ of one of his agents, wvho had atrong anti-goviet .

B e material in hia possession. It was aleo seld that

o ', his arrogt was due to Left-wing suapiecion that Bartik

: . was withholding incriminating material against qone

servatives and reastionaries. On £1 February, Vaoclav
Nosek, Oommunist Minister for the Interior, told the
Pasifanentary Defense Committee that the 4ismissal
was due to a loss in confidsnos in Bartik, t
ebout mainly by his employment of an anti-Sovie

. . agent, (Cf. LO-B34, 22 Februarys 1~1210, 6 Pebyuary;

LA and L=1143, 18 Jamary).
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tigation. No direct interrogations were made; the NKVD worked throu&
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